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The City of Fort Smith is still in talks with the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to change the current 
Consent Decree. The City seeks more time along with a logical, financially responsible way to reach full compliance.

The Mitigation Project was a study             
completed in 2019 to determine how much 
wet weather SSOs were contributing to  
pollution of streams in Fort Smith. The 
results did not show a direct link between 
City SSOs and pollutant exposure in the 
streams that were tested

MITIGATION PROJECT
An inventory system was put in place to     
ensure employees have critical parts needed                  
for making repairs to pipes, the wastewater          
collection system, treatment plants, and pump 
stations. This system allows for reordering, 
tracking, and cost analysis to ensure the City is 
not wasteful.

INVENTORY SYSTEM

Wet Weather – The Consent Decree was originally put in place to address wet weather sanitary 
sewer overflows. After making sewer capacity improvements, the City has addressed 95% of  wet 
weather SSOs. 
Dry Weather – 74% of SSOs are related to dry weather. Most of these are caused by fats, oils, and 
grease (FOG) going down the drain. Through FOG and Communications Programs, the Utility 
Department is hard at work to educate the public on dry weather SSO prevention.

 

SANITARY SEWER OVERFLOWS (SSOs)
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Before the Consent Decree, the City had already begun to address sewer capacity issues. 
$200 million was spent on storage tanks and equalization basins to reduce sewer           
overflows due to wet weather. 
SinceSince the Consent Decree was filed in January 2015, the City has spent an additional   
$135 million on improvements to the sewer system. More than 265 miles of sanitary 
sewer lines have been assessed.  76% of large-diameter gravity sewer lines and 57% of 
small-diameter gravity sewer lines have been cleaned.
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